
Job Title: 
Engineer I

Company: 
Kiewit Infrastructure South Com-
pany

Job Description: 
Currently I am in charge of man-

aging setting up all the Contracts 
(Subcontracts, materials, etc) 
for the project, Quality program 

implementation and coordination and will be getting 
involved with superstructure engineering once we 
begin that portion of the project.  A typical day for me 
starts at 7am with a play of the day meeting with the 
project management staff and superintendents where 
we go over major items for the day.  The rest of the 
day is spent working on subcontract coordination and 
reviewing contracts and checking in with the other 
engineer’s to make sure they are not having any issues 
with their subcontractors and if they are we figure out 
a solution to the issue.  During this I am also review-
ing quality requirements for project operations and 
coordinating with our quality control and testing sub-
contractor to schedule any needed field tests for work 
operations.  Usually there is also at least one meeting 
that will take place during the day regarding some 
facet of the project.  Once work begins in the field in 
earnest, a large portion of my day will be spent out in 
the field helping to build work, checking quality hold 
points and managing our subcontractors.  

Benefits of the CEM Degree: 
The CEM degree helped to establish a strong founda-
tion for technical skills required to understand and 
functional in the construction industry.  Most impor-
tantly of all, the degree taught me how to adapt and 
to never stop learning. 

Words of Advice:
Construction is a constantly changing industry where 
no two projects are the same and where how to do 
work is constantly being improved and new methods 
created. As a CEM grad focus on learning as much 
as you can technical skill wise, but the best thing to 
take aware from the degree is working in a team and 
how to overcome problems.  These two skills are hard 
to learn, but will help immensely in a future career.  
Construction is based on working in a team environ-
ment and in finding solutions to issues that arise on a 
project site.  Being able to excel at both of these in 
college will carry forward to success in a career.

Jason Lieb
2010

     Job Title: 
 Field Planner

Company: 
Bechtel

Job Description:
Some of my responsibilities con-
sist of: contractor support with 
planning and schedule develop-
ment; verification and analysis 
(daily, weekly, and monthly) of 
reported earned and installed 
quantities; coordination of 

schedule interfaces between functions (engineering, 
procurement, construction) as well as between the 
owner, vendors and [subcontractors; and identifying/
analyzing potential and actual schedule delays. A typ-
ical day for me starts with a plan of the day meeting 
with all of the function/departmental leads - both 
on and off-site. After the initial briefing, my day can 
then consist of any of the activities mentioned above 
and/or any of the follow: contractor weekly progress 
meetings; client briefings and updates; and any ad-
hoc reporting requests from the management teams.

Benefits of the CEM Degree: 
Aside from allowing you to take technical (construc-
tion and engineering) and non-technical (business, 
management and law) courses, the CEM program 
enables individuals from different backgrounds, 
studying in various programs all interrelated, to work 
together in both small and large groups, towards a 
common goal. This is great for developing interper-
sonal skills, learning how to work effectively and 
manage work in teams.
 At the time when I was in the program, I didn’t have 
a full appreciation of that particular aspect—but hey, 
I learned from it—and that’s what getting an educa-
tion is all about.

Words of Advice:
A quote I referred to regularly when I was in school 
when looking for internships, co-ops and full-time 
employment (and still think of when presented with 
opportunities to this day)
“Sometimes you’ve got to ask yourself ‘Why not…?’ 
instead of ‘Why?’ ” You never know—you’ve got to 
keep in the back of your head that even a ‘less-than-
desirable’ experience is valuable and can present 
learning opportunities. Stay open-minded and try to 
be flexible, especially in the early days.

Brent Brown
2010

Job Title:
Project Engineer at the Tower at 
PNC Plaza

Company:
PJ Dick, Inc.
Job Description: 
My primary responsibilities are as-
sisting with the exterior facade (a 

double-layered curtain wall system) 
and handling a bunch of the interior 
finishes (doors, ceramic tile, interior 

glass, etc). We’re just beginning the structural steel, so 
this project still has a long way to go. I’ve been putting 
together the bid packages for my respective areas and 
handling the estimating, bidding, and contract writing. 
I’m also coordinating the submittal process for all my 
trades. My side-projects involve helping to coordinate a 
full-scale restroom mock-up, and a Beta-Mockup, which 
is essentially a 30x30 building representative of the 
double-facade. A typical day will start on site with the 
field guys - so about 6:00am - we normally have an inter-
nal staff meeting or an Owner/Architect meeting in the 
morning. Most of my day is spent coordinating submittals 
and collecting information from subcontractors regard-
ing RFIs, drawing issuances, or schedule issues. I spend 
a lot of time speaking with the owner and the architect 
regarding coordination issues, and visiting the mock-up 
sites in order to document progress. 

Benefits of the CEM Degree: The CEM degree gave me 
a solid understanding of engineering is important - in 
order to be able to analyze and review submittals/RFIs 
and help solve conflicts, you need to understand how the 
building goes together. The business electives were also 
more useful than I anticipated - I didn’t realize I’d be 
responsible for writing and reviewing contracts as much 
as I do. All of the team-projects we did were also very 
representative of how things work on the job site. My 
project has about 10 full-time engineers/project manag-
ers, and since we’re together for about 10 hours a day, 
it’s important to cooperate with one another.

Words of Advice: 
Ask a lot of questions! Working on a project of this size 
and caliber has been mind boggling, and there’s some 
engineering feats that I’ve never seen before. It’s a lot 
to take in, but you’ll never understand the whole thing if 
you don’t ask questions.

Carrie Deutsch
2012

Job Title: 
Assistant Project Manager

Company: 
Lend Lease Construction  

Job Description:
My major responsibilities include 
managing and processing the fol-
lowing:  submittals, requests for 
information (RFIs), change events, 
monthly pay applications, commis-

sioning processes, and close-out docu-
mentation for a particular project. A typical day for 
me is about 80% in the office and 20% in the field.  My 
office is located on a project site where I have easy 
access to view and check progress of the construc-
tion on-site, keep track of manpower, schedule work 
and deliveries, as well as keep up with office work – 
managing and processing the “major responsibilities”. 
What I like best about my position is working on-site 
every day and having the ability to see physical prog-
ress of the project.  Work feels much more reward-
ing when you can see everything you work for come 
together and assemble into something real. 

Benefits of the CEM Degree: 
Almost all of the material I learned through my classes 
in the CEM program helps me with what I do every 
day.  Since I’ve started, I’ve used information from 
what I learned in estimating, scheduling, and envi-
ronmental classes, working on site logistics plans, 3D 
coordination, and putting together proposals.  Some-
times I even use what I learned in statics class!   
What also really helped was learning about building 
systems and having the opportunity to tour various 
buildings on and off campus to experience what I was 
learning “on paper” and/or in class.  When I started, I 
was able to jump right in to a project and understand 
how a building works. 

Words of Advice: 
If I have any wise words for CEM undergrads, I’d say 
the following –
Never stop networking.  It may not seem like it, but 
this is a very small business and you will continue to 
work for and/or with the same people many times in 
your career.  You never know what connection may be 
your biggest asset someday. 

Dave Kircheim
2011
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Job Title: 
Engineer II – ACS/RCS/Special 
Design Company: 

Company:
Peri Formwork Systems, Inc. 

Job Description: 
As a design engineer I work with 
concrete formwork contractors 
to design a system that is unique 
to the building structure and 
fits the desired schedule of the 
project. This process involves 

understanding the structure, the construction pro-
cess as well the construction schedule. Many times 
our systems are designed to construct a new typical 
floor every 2 to 3 days.
 When necessary, I am also responsible for 
assembly and installation of the concreting system. 
This involves supervising a crew to assemble the 
concrete forms and work platforms as well as install 
the system onto the structure so further construction 
can be completed.
 Depending on the stage of a project my 
typical day can be very different. If a new project is 
in the design phase I am communicating with project 
personnel to complete the design of a system that 
fits their needs. This process involves a large amount 
of AutoCAD design. If our system is being installed, 
my typical day involves being on-site to aid in the 
installation of the system. Once a project is progress-
ing, my typical day involves troubleshooting any 
problems that arise during the construction process.
 What I enjoy most about my position is that 
I am responsible for not only the physical design of a 
system, but also how this system fits into the entire 
construction process. It is my goal to design a custom 
system that is cost efficient, easy to use and struc-
turally sound.

Benefits of the CEM Degree: 
My CEM degree has been invaluable in my under-
standing of the entire construction process. Though 
my position deals strictly with concrete formwork, 
understanding the entire construction process is vital 
to designing and implementing a system that is most 
effective for a given project. 

Jason Tartaglia
2010

Lisa Alban
2011

Job Title: 
Project Engineer

Company: 
Manhattan Construction Company 

Job Description:
 My major responsibilities include 
quality control and subcontract 
management.  A typical day for 
me often includes working with 
various subcontractors. I need to 
make sure any questions they have 

are answered so they can proceed with their work. This 
means reviewing drawings and details to answer their 
questions or submitting a request for information to the 
owner on the subcontractor’s behalf. I am frequently 
inspecting installed products in the building for several 
hours a day to make sure that the quality installed 
meets the specified standards from the owner. In order 
to QC a construction project effectively, you first check 
the paperwork on an proposed product to make sure this 
meets the specification. Once a product is approved by 
the owner, I make sure the subcontractor installs the 
specified product and meets the quality standards set 
forth on the project. I am constantly working with both 
the owner and the subcontractor to make sure a high 
quality product is obtained and that the client is satis-
fied with the work.   My favorite thing about working in 
construction is that there is a new challenge every day. 
There is always a question that needs to be answer or a 
scenario where a creative solution needs to be deter-
mined. 

Benefits of the CEM Degree: 
CEM helped me gain a basic knowledge in the principals 
of managing a construction site. I learned how to keep 
up with schedules to keep a project on time and budget. 
CEM also taught me the basics needed to get started 
working in construction. The CEM program made it easy 
to obtain internships to get the on the job training 
required to be successful in this industry. 

Words of Advice:
 If you are looking for a fast-paced job that is allows 
frequent changes and challenges, CEM is the way to go. 
Construction projects typically only last for a few years 
so you are constantly moving on to work on something 
new and exciting. The fast paced industry offers new 
and insightful challenges daily. 

Job Title:
Field Engineer

Company:
Fluor, Inc.

Job Description: 
My major responsibility is to as-
sist project managers and su-
perintendents on hot-topic tasks. 

These items include writing work plans, creating 
shop drawings, field inspections, and managing 
subcontractors.  On a typical day  I generally ar-
rive at 6am and review emails. All field personnel 
including myself attend a safety and planning meet-
ing at 6:30am. After the meeting, I review items I 
am working on with my supervisors and then get to 
work. Normally, I venture onto the job site about 
once a day, the visit last anywhere from 1 hour to 3 
hours depending on the tasks I have. Around 3pm, I 
try to get back to my desk to work on outstanding 
items until 5pm when the workday ends.
 
Benefits of the CEM Degree: 
The CEM degree gave me a knowledge of construc-
tion plans, means, and methods. I am able to 
understand how the work is being built. Also, the 
CEM degree has given me knowledge of structural 
design; allowing me to assist with design of tem-
porary structures. Finally, the construction specific 
courses gave me insight as to the contracts and 
specifications that are used on this project. 

Joshua Zilke
2012


